
Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump is in 

trouble again following revelations about his tax returns. 

The New York Times said Mr Trump's 1995 tax returns 

showed he reported over $900 million in business 

losses. This has enabled him to not pay nearly a billion 

dollars in income tax over the past 19 years. The Times 

suggests Trump is being hypocritical, as he has con-

stantly criticized the tax system for being unfair. The 

Times wrote: "Trump is right when he says the system 

is rigged. What he doesn't say is that it’s rigged in his 

favor and in the favor of people like him, and against regular people - those of us who earn money, 

pay income tax on it, and financially support the country in which we live."  

 

Mr Trump has spent years on social media attacking high-profile people for not paying enough tax. 

He attacked President Obama for paying a "paltry" tax rate of 20.5 per cent. Former New York 

mayor and Trump campaign advisor Rudy Giuliani said Mr Trump had done nothing illegal and 

called him a "genius" for not paying tax and turning around his loss-making business. He likened 

Trump to Winston Churchill, Britain's leader during World War II. Mr Trump tweeted: "I know 

our complex tax laws better than anyone who has ever run for president and am the only one 

who can fix them." When Hillary Clinton accused Mr Trump of not paying taxes, he replied: "That 

makes me smart."  

Sources: Washington Post.com / NY Times.com / Reuters.com  
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1. What do you think of Donald Trump? 

2. Is Mr Trump a genius? Why or why not? 

3. Why do we pay tax? 

4. How would Mr Trump change America? 

5. Why is Mr Trump popular with many voters? 

6. In what ways is Mr Trump being hypocritical? 

 

Discussion Questions 
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GENIUS 
Rank these with your teacher.  

Put the biggest geniuses at the top. 

• Paul McCartney 

• J.K. Rowling 

• Oprah Winfrey 

• Hayao Miyazaki 

• Donald Trump 

• Mark Zuckerberg 

• Lionel Messi 

• Serena Williams 


